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In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A device for compressing the chest of a 
patient Hnrina cardiopulmonary resus citat ion, said device 
comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
contracting the band; 

a fluid-filled cushion disposed between the chest of the 
patient and the band; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism^ 

wherein the controller is progr a mmed to control the driver 
mechanism to contract the band at a ra te s ufficient to 
perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

- wherein the controller is p r ogrammed to control the driver 

mechanism to contract the band to a tightness sufficient to 
perform cardiopulmonary res uscitation. 

2. (currently amended) A device for compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmo n ary resuscitation, said device 
comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient, the 
band having a plurality of fluid-receiving cells disposed 
along the length of the band; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion disposed between the chest of the patient and the 
band; and 
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an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism^ 

wherein the controller is p rogrammed to control the driver 
m^hanism to inflate the flu id -receiving cells at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmon ary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is progr a mmed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate t h e fluid-receiving cells to a 
pressure sufficient to contract t he band to a tightness 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonar y resuscitation. 

3. (original) The device of claim 2, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

4. (original) The device of claim 2, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 

5. (currently amended) A device for compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resu scitation, said device 
comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient, the 
band having a plurality of fluid-receiving cells disposed 
along the length of the band, wherein the plurality of 
fluid-receiving cells are in fluid communication with each 
other ; 

a driver mechanism, connected to the band and the fluid- 
receiving cells, for inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion disposed between the chest of the patient and the 
band ; and 

an automatic controller for controlling the operation of the 
driver mechanism^ 
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wherein the controller is progra m ed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid- receiving cells at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiop ulmonary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programm ed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid- receiving cells to a 
pressure sufficient to contract the band to a tightness 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

6. (original) The device of claim 5, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

7. (original) The device of claim 5, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 

8. (currently amended) A device for compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resu scitation, said device 
comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient, the 
band having a plurality of fluid-receiving cells disposed 
along the length of the band, each fluid-receiving cell 
being interconnected to another fluid-receiving cell by a 
manifold; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion disposed between the chest of the patient and the 
band; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism^ 

wherein the controller is progr ammed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the flui d-receiving cells at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscit ation; 
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wherein the controller is progr a mmed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid -receiving cells to a 
pressure sufficient to contract the b and to a tightness 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary res uscitation. 

9. (original) The device of claim 8, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

10. (original) The device of claim 8, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 

11. (currently amended) A device for compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resuscit ation, said device 
comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient, the 
band having a plurality of fluid-receiving cells disposed 
along the length of the band, each fluid-receiving cell 
being interconnected to another fluid-receiving cell by a 
manifold, wherein the plurality of fluid-receiving cells 
are in fluid communication with each other; 

a driver mechanism, connected to the band and the fluid- 
receiving cells, for inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion disposed between the chest of the patient and the 
band; and 

an automatic controller for controlling the operation of the 
driver mechanism^ 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid-rece iving cells at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resusc itation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the drive r 
mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells to a 
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pressure sufficient to contract the ba nd to a tightness 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmona ry resuscitation. 

12. (original) The device of claim 11, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

13. (original) The device of claim 11, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 

14. (previously presented) The device of claim 1 wherein the 
cushion is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient. 

15. (previously presented) The device of claim 2 wherein the 
cushion is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient. 

16. (previously presented) The device of claim 5 wherein the 
cushion is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient. 

/ 

17. (previously presented) The device of claim 8 wherein the 
cushion is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient* 

18. (previously presented) The device of claim 11 wherein the 
cushion is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient - 

19. (currently amended) A method of compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resu scitation, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a device for compressing the chest of a patient, 
said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the 
patient; 

6 
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a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
contracting the band; 

a fluid-filled cushion sized and dimensioned to cover 
substantially the entire anterior portion of the chest 
of the patient; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 
driver mechanism to contract t he band at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to contract the 
band to a tightness sufficie nt to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation ; 

placing the cushion on the anterior portion of the chest of 
the patient; 

securing the band around the chest of the patient and over 
the cushion; and 

contracting the band to compress the chest of the patient to 
a tightness and at a rate sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation on t he patient. 

20- (currently amended) A method of compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resuscitation , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a device for compressing the chest of a patient, 



said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the 
patient, the band having a plurality of fluid- 
receiving cells disposed along the length of the band; 
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a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells ; 

a cushion sized and dimensioned to cover substantially 
the entire anterior portion of the chest of the 
patient; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 

wherein the controller is program med to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the f luid-receiving cells 
at a rate sufficient to perform cardi opulmonary 
resuscitation ; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid- receiving cells 
to a pressure sufficient to contract th e band to a 
tightness sufficient to perform cardio pulmonary 
resuscitation; 

placing the cushion on the anterior portion of the chest of. 
the patient; 

securing the band around the chest of the patient and over 
the cushion; [ [and] ] 

inflating the fluid- receiving cells to compress the cheat of 
the patient to a pressure sufficient to contr act the band 
to a tightness sufficient to perfor m cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation ; and 

inflating the cells at a rate suffici ent to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation . 

21. (currently amended) A method of compressing the chest of a 
patient, said method comprising the steps of: 
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providing a device for compressing the chest of a patient, 
said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the 
patient, the band having a plurality of fluid- 
receiving cells disposed along the length of the band, 
wherein each of the fluid-receiving cells is in fluid 
communication with a manifold; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion sized and dimensioned to cover substantially 
the entire anterior portion of the chest of the 
patient; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism^ 

wherein the controller is programmed to cont rol the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid-receivin g cells 
at a rate sufficient to perform cardio pulmonary 
re susc i tat ion ; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid-re ceiving cells 
-bo a pressure sufficient to contract the ban d to a 
tightness sufficient to perform cardio pulmonary 
resuscitation; 

placing the cushion on the anterior portion of the chest of 
the patient; 

securing the band around the chest of the patient and over 
the cushion; [[andl] 

inflating the fluid-receiving cells to compress the chest of 
the patient to a pressure sufficient to contract the band 
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to a tightness sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation on the patient; and 

inflating the cells at a rate su fficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 



10 



PAGE 11/26 • RCVD AT 2/11/20O4 9:31:56 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 » DNIS:8729303 • CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):07-52 



